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Monte Sano Clean-Up Day 
 
On September 14th, the usual suspects and 
several new faces showed up to brave a 
misty rain for the Fall Litter Clean-Up. The 
Huntsville Green Team was there to provide 
tools and safety vests. On this occasion, 

groups worked the 
lower slopes of Monte 
Sano where much of 
the through traffic 
leaves their things. 
 
A big thanks to John 
Ehinger and Ed 
Berstein, who always 

show up, and thank you to Annette and 
Steve Reeves, who came out in spite of 
Steve’s broken clavicle. 
Special thanks to the Calloway family who 
recently returned to the US from New 
Zealand. Please welcome them back if you 
see them. 
 
We still need your help. Please check back 
for our Spring Clean-up date and come 
help your neighborhood be as beautiful as 
possible. 
 
 

Traffic Calming 
 
Many residents have expressed concern 
about the issue of motorists speeding on 
the boulevard and on our side streets, 
making walking more dangerous— 
especially for children. Some households 
along the boulevard have put out signs 
reminding motorists to slow down, but 
others still have been calling to ask 
Huntsville Police to periodically patrol our 
area. 
  
The Police have, in fact, been making more 
routine patrols, but they also reminded us 
that often it’s mountain residents who are 
speeding! Let’s all remember to adhere to 
the 35 mph speed limit on the boulevard, 
and the 25 mph speed limit on side streets. 
  
If you see instances of really egregious 
speeding, the police invite you to call: 
722-7100. Ask to speak with Officer 
Michael Johnson. One of the 
best things about living on 
Monte Sano is being able to 
walk around and enjoy 
nature, so let’s work 
together for pedestrian 
safety!  
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FRCA Events 
 
The Flint River Conservation Association, 
which does so much for Monte Sano, is 
holding this Winter Solstice Event 
December 3rd with Cindy Lowrey as the 
speaker. She is the Executive Director of the 
Alabama Rivers Alliance and will show part 
of the Southern Exposure films that are 
made each year about environmental 
happenings in Alabama.  The meeting is a 
Potluck and it begins at 6 p.m. Please 
contact Soos Weber for more information: 
256-539-3747 or soosweber.sw@gmail.com.   
 
FRCA also has a FREE workshop to teach 
citizens water monitoring 
(of creeks and rivers) on 
Saturday, October 12th, 
from 9-Noon.  Please 
contact Soos Weber to 
register or for more 
information: 256-539-3747 or 
soosweber.sw@gmail.com. 
 
 
Little Green Store Gallery Nights  
 
Zara Lowry’s work 
will be featured at 
the next Gallery 
Night on October 3, 
5-8pm.  
 
 
 
Other upcoming 
shows include:   

● Nov. 7: Trés Taylor 
● Dec. 5: Maggie Little 

 
 

 

 
Monte Sano Village News 
 
 For the last five years, the MSCA has 
provided space in this newsletter for the 
Monte Sano Village, a vital service for our 
organization that has been greatly 
appreciated. As our Village here on Monte 
Sano has grown and there is more and 
more to share with the community, we 
realize the time has come to publish our 
own community-wide newsletter, to be 
released periodically when we find we have 
much to share. This newsletter will be in 
addition to our semi-monthly updates that 
we send to members and volunteers.  Like 
other non-profit Village organizations 
across the nation, Monte Sano Village aims 
to be a source of helpful news and 
information for those in our mountain 
community who are interested in how to 
age successfully in place, here at home.   
 
If you are not already familiar with Monte 
Sano Village, we hope you will enjoy 
learning about this important, grassroots, 
100% volunteer non-profit and all that it 
does for your neighbors and the community 
at large.  We anticipate that our first 
newsletter will be emailed to the Monte 
Sano community in November.  In the 
meantime, to learn more about the 
established and growing Village here on 
Monte Sano, be sure to visit our website or 
give us a call at 256-384-4177. Leave a 
message and we will give you a call. 
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Highlighting Residents’ Stories: In our last issue, Helga von Pragenau told the first half of her 
immigration story. The conclusion follows. Thank you, Helga, for sharing your story! 
 

If you would like to tell your story, or know of someone we should invite to contribute, please contact us at 
msca.secretary@montesano.org. Thank you, and enjoy! 

 
A Life-Changing Visit: Part Two 

by Helga von Pragenau 
 
You might recall the first part of this story ended with my arrival in Huntsville on a visitors Visa to 
spend time with the Neuberts, my maternal uncle’s family, who lived on Panorama Drive. My uncle 
worked for NASA. 
 
After settling in for a few days, I was introduced to Mr. and Mrs. Schlidt. I was to be the 'house 
daughter,’ to help with their four children--a challenge, yes, but  what a wonderful time, being 
accepted into the family unit. Mr. Schlidt, a member of the von Braun team, also worked at NASA. I 
was the third girl to come to work for the Schlidts; this sweet family gave several young German girls 
the opportunity to experience American family living for several months. After being with them for a 

while, Mrs. Schlidt thought that I might enjoy 
meeting some other young people. One day, she 
mentioned having met a German-speaking 
young man (he was from Vienna, Austria), who 
also worked--you guessed it--at NASA. She told 
him to come by to meet me. So the young man 
did came to meet this new, then shy, young lady, 
sitting on the sofa with the face as red as a 
tomato. When he walked in  - WOW! 
 
The summer of 1961, we spent much time 
together. Most weekends were reserved for 
learning how to water-ski on the Tennessee 
River with other young friends from NASA who 
graciously accepted me into the group. After lots 
of practice and many bruises, I had become 
quite a water-skier. By now, the love bug had 
bitten us both! New Year’s Eve 1961, my love 
asked me to marry him while we were dancing 

to Elvis Presley: "Take my hand, take my whole life too..." My visit to the USA in 1961 had started a 
whole new chapter of my life on the 1st of January, 1962. The same month we flew back overseas so 
he could meet my family members. We came back in February, when I married Mr. George L. von 
Pragenau, the smartest, most handsome, wonderful person.  

 
In 1963, after much studying, a proud, special moment for both of us: I was sworn in as a proud new 
Citizen of the United States of America. What a thrill! To this day, I start crying when I hear the 
National Anthem being played. The saying, "God has a plan for your life," surely came unexpectedly 
true for me. Our so very eventful love story ended after 51 years and three months. We enjoyed 
many wonderful years together and were blessed with five beautiful daughters and twelve 
grandchildren, which I still have the good fortune to enjoy while I continue to love life on Monte Sano.  
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The Historical Markers of Monte Sano 
By John Allen 

John is the immediate-past president of the Huntsville-Madison County Historical Society 
 
 

Historical markers show the depth and 
complexity of our history and the people 
who made that history.  They are “history 
on a stick.” 
 
The paradox is that these cast-aluminum 
signs, while conceived to provide answers, 
actually spawn questions.  And that’s good, 
because everything about us today is a 
consequence of our history, and these 
markers are footnotes to that history. 
 
There are about 130 historical markers in 
Huntsville and Madison County, and most of 
them were placed by the 
Huntsville-Madison County Historical 
Society; the oldest dates from 1952 while 
three new ones have been erected this year. 
These markers are approximately four-foot 
square and are generally crested with the 
Alabama state flag emblem.  The plan is for 
all local markers to eventually be listed on 
the HMCHS website.   
 
Monte Sano has 17 historical markers, most 
of which were erected by the Monte Sano 
Historical Association under the auspices of 
long-time president Jane Barr.  Six markers 
are in Monte Sano State Park.  All MSHA 
markers are crested with the emblem of an 
oak tree.  There are several additional 
markers on the mountain: one is a 1925 
plaque, one is in stone, and one was erected 
in 1957 by the Huntsville Historical Society. 
All of these markers are listed below. 
 
All Monte Sano markers comprise Walking 
Tour #4 on the Madison County Marker 
Challenge, available at 
http://huntsvillehistorytours.org.  You can 

earn a certificate if you complete the trail 
and an Alabama Bicentennial Medallion if 
you complete all 7 trails in Madison County. 
 
New markers cost in excess of $2,500. 
Refurbishing them can cost several hundred 
dollars each.  This high cost is the biggest 
reason I decided to try to clean a marker 
recently; the Schrimsher Farm sign, located 
at Skyview and Panorama, was covered in 
lichens.  As with cleaning tombstones, the 
first rule is to do no harm.  Thusly, I used a 
medium-soft brush and water with mild 
dish soap and a jug of water for rinse.  It 
took most of an hour to clean one side; the 
other side will be cleaned soon.  Other 
signs will be cleaned as needed; 
volunteers are welcome.  Signs that need 
repainting must be contracted out. 

 
John Allen scrubs the Schrimsher Farm 
marker earlier this year.  It was covered 
with a growth of lichen fungi. 
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Map of Monte Sano Historical Markers  

(key on next page) 
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Key for Monte Sano Historical Markers Map  

(map on page 5) 
 

Monte Sano’s residential 
historical markers:   
 
1. Historic Viduta (side 1) & 
Hotel Monte Sano (side 2); 
2. Monte Sano Hotel – at the 
old hotel chimney;   
3. Monte Sano Elementary 
School;   
4. Camp Monte Sano;   
5. Civilian Conservation 
Corps Camp (entrance);   
6. Schrimsher Farm;   
7. Monte Sano, 
plaque-on-cement block – 
1925;  
8. Female Seminary site & 
cemetery;   
9. Lowell Anderson (Monte 
Sano Pool). 

State Park Markers:   
 
1. Monte Sano Railway;   
2. CCC stone marker & 
garden;   
3. Classroom At the Lake;   
4. Robert Fearn Homesite;  5. 
James O’Shaughnessy 
Homesite;   
6. Joe B. Shirley Fire Tower.  

Markers not shown on the 
maps:   
 
1. Burritt Museum;   
2. Trough Springs, hikers’ 
parking lot. 

 
 
 

Monte Sano Civic Association Holiday Potluck 
 

Mark your calendar for the final potluck of the year on Tuesday, December 10th, at 6pm at 
the Monte Sano Lodge. Let’s gather together to celebrate the close of this year. 

  
If you’d like, bring an ornament to exchange. (It’ll be a fun activity!)  

 
Paper products will be provided, but please bring a 

dish to share—and adult beverage, if you wish.  
 

See you there! 
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Discovery of Historic Monte Sano Maps Sparks Plans for a  
Monte Sano Heritage Festival 

By Chris Stuhlinger 

Do you have hidden treasures buried deep in one of your closets? Well, I recently 
discovered some in one of our closets – let me tell you the story of how I found them. 

I grew up on Monte Sano in a house built in 1953 by my parents, Ernst and Irmgard 
Stuhlinger. My father was a member of the von Braun rocket team (Operation 
Paperclip) that first spent a few years in Fort Bliss, TX, before moving to Huntsville in 
1950. During a 3-week visit to Germany in late summer 1950, he met and married my 
mother. She arrived in Huntsville later that year, and they lived in a rental house on 
Monte Sano. 

After completing graduate school, I worked as a forester and urban forester in 
Louisiana, Maryland, and Arkansas for 40+ years. I retired from the University of 
Arkansas in early fall 2018, and moved back to the Huntsville area to help out my 
mother (my father had passed away in 2008). 

My mother died suddenly in December 2018, but I’m grateful that I could spend at 
least three months here with her. My sister Susanne (Germany) and brother Tilman 
(Arizona) soon visited Huntsville so that we could make estate-related decisions, and 
we decided to conduct an estate sale and then sell the house and property. Preparing 
for the estate sale meant a fairly quick sorting out of all the household items that we 
wanted to keep or put into the estate sale – everything from family photos to clothing 
to kitchen utensils to my father’s remaining papers. Although most of his 
work-related papers had been donated to the U.S. Space and Rocket Center Archives 
years ago, there were still quite a few file boxes of official and personal papers and 
documents to look through. 

One day I was looking through boxes in the closet of my father’s home office, and I 
came across some files marked “Monte Sano”. In those files were some booklets 
about the history of Monte Sano (by Jane Barr and others), copies of some speeches 
he had given to the Monte Sano Civic Association years ago, and several historic 
maps. All that was most fascinating to me as a “Monte Sano kid”, and I spent some 
time studying those documents.  

The history of the early settlement and subsequent development of Monte Sano is 
very interesting, including some ‘firsts’ and several famous visitors. But the four maps 
and one aerial photo that I discovered in those file boxes really got my attention. I’m 
not sure how my father got the maps, maybe he was on some committees decades 
ago. The maps are dated from 1889 to around 1970, and show the old hotel, Viduta 
Village, the railway, the Natural Well, and the early Tollgate Road before Bankhead 
Parkway was constructed. One of the maps is a 1938 Master Plan for Monte Sano 
State Park, and includes several ambitious projects, some of which never 
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materialized. The most recent map was made from the aerial photo, and shows each 
individual house that was present at the time. 

 

 

A Map of Monte Sano from 1889 
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Delia Siegrist invited Heidi Collier (Rocket Team daughter) and myself to speak at the 
Monte Sano Village Mingle this past May at the Monte Sano United Methodist Church. 
Heidi spoke about life in Fort Bliss and their move to Huntsville, and I talked about 
growing up on Monte Sano. Afterwards, I spread out the historic maps for viewing in 
the church library, and I was pleasantly surprised by how many attendees wanted to 
see the maps. It spurred many discussions and memories amongst the mountaineers, 
and thus sparked the idea for putting together some type of Monte Sano Heritage 
Festival where the historic maps and other documents could be shared to celebrate 
the rich history and legacy of our mountain community. 

The maps have been photographed and converted into electronic images by UAH 
Library Archives. Those images are now posted on the MonteSano.org website 
(under History) at https://www.montesano.org/history/maps.html, and can be 
downloaded by anyone. 

The festival idea led to a few initial brainstorming meetings with Christel McCanless, 
Lue English, Ruth Bentley, and Delia Siegrist. We have tossed around quite a few 
ideas, but we quickly realized that we need help and input from many others on 
Monte Sano to make this event successful. The festival is targeted for some time in 
2020 or 2021, and could include displays of historic maps, photos, and other 
documents, a timeline of Monte Sano history, tours/guided walks to several Monte 
Sano points of interest, storytelling, and other activities. 

So, we hope to make the Monte Sano Heritage Festival a reality, but we need your 
help and input. If you are interested in joining our planning committee or otherwise 
want to support these plans, please contact Lue English (lue.english@gmail.com) or 
Chris Stuhlinger (cstuhlinger@gmail.com). We look forward to hearing from you!  
 
 

Another of Chris Stuhlinger’s Maps of Monte Sano from the 1970s 
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Overview of Potential Impact of the Monte Sano State Park Association 
By Kem Robertson 

 
The Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources is an executive and 
administrative Department of the State of 
Alabama created by statute. The 
Commissioner, appointed by the Governor 
as a member of her cabinet, advises the 
Governor and Legislature on management 
of freshwater fish, wildlife, marine 
resources, waterway safety, state lands, 21 
state parks, and other natural resources. 

Department Goals 

The Department’s major goal is to promote 
the statewide stewardship and enjoyment 
of Alabama’s natural resources and to 
ensure that future generations will be able 
to enjoy these 
resources. 

Funding 

The Alabama 
Department of 
Conservation and 
Natural Resources 
receives no General 
Fund support. 
Funding for the 
Department is 
generated through 
special revenues, 
which include federal 
money, cigarette 
taxes, user and license fees, mandated 
interest from endowment and federal 
regulations. The Forever Wild Program 
received interest income from the Alabama 
Trust Fund. 

Specific revenue sources for State Parks 
are user-generated funds in the form of 
entrance, rental, lodging, golf and other 
recreational fees. State Parks received a 

modest amount of funding from cigarette 
tax revenue which is the only state taxes 
the park system receives. The state parks 
pay sales tax. 

Parks are still recovering from years of fund 
diversions. A projects list each year is 
starting to address some of these areas. 
Parks will follow a 3- to 5-year deferred 
maintenance plan to continue this 
progress. Large renovations projects like 
campgrounds will have to continue to be 
deferred until additional funds become 
available. The staff at Monte Sano State 
Park are completing their 3 and 5-year 
plans at this time for review in Montgomery 
and this will be the basis for the 

determination of 
Monte Sano State Park 
budget. These plans 
and resulting budget 
will determine what 
list of needs the park 
will develop for 
projects for support of 
the Monte Sano State 
Park Association. 

Alabama State Parks 
continues to make 
steady progress in a 
rapidly changing 
marketplace. The fact 

that Alabama State Parks are a self-funded 
agency (no tax dollars from the General 
Fund) creates unique challenges. These 
challenges were amplified in recent times 
due to the more than $15 million that was 
transferred from the State Parks annual 
budget into the General Fund. These 
transfers led to park closures, staff 
reductions and restricted budgets. The 
passage of Allocation of State Park Funds 
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Amendment 2 was approved with 79.7% 
of the state’s voters November 8, 2016, 
improved the State Park’s outlook and 
became a historical milestone. All earned 
money now stays where it belongs – at the 
parks.  This enabled closed parks to reopen 
and earned money to stay in the parks 
where it was generated. 

Under this business model of being 
user-funded, the parks are financially 
interdependent on each other. The loss of 
business at a major park due to disasters 
effects the overall state park’s revenue and 
impacts all individual park budgets.  10 
parks account for 94 % of the systems 
annual revenue which are Monte Sano, Joe 
Wheeler, Cathedral Caverns, Guntersville, 
DeSoto, Cheaha, Oak Mountain, Wind 
Creek, Lake Point and Gulf. The same ten 
parks account for 91% of the park system’s 
annual operations cost. Gulf State park 
accounts for 23% of total annual guest 
revenue and 45% of the total guest 
attendance. Issues that have impacted the 
state park system annual revenues are 
Hurricane Ivan in 2004, causing severe 
damage to the facilities at Gulf State Park 
causing it to close and require a complete 
rebuild. In 2005 Hurricanes Dennis and 
Katrina caused additional damage to the 
park’s shoreline and campgrounds. 2010 
the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
disrupted seasonal tourism and Park 
system lost revenue.  A 2011 tornado 
caused severe damage at Lake Guntersville 
and Bucks Pocket. 2013 a tornado 
damaged the lodge and cabins at DeSoto 
State Park. Wind damage to trees at Monte 
Sano the last two years has impacted the 
state park’s budget. 

Local Impact 

Of the 21 Alabama State Parks, Monte 
Sano State Park is considered a medium 

size park. Chewacka and Monte Sano are 
the only two of the 6 medium size parks 
that had revenue exceeding operational 
expenses based on 2012 statistics. A 
positive ratio of revenues over expenses 
does not always equate to an annual 
budget increase for an individual park. 
Thus there is a need for a friends group, 
Monte Sano State Park Association 
(MSSPA) to help raise funds for park 
issues that may be delayed from one 
budget cycle to the next. Park Manager 
Brian Moore is developing a list of projects 
that the Association fund could help the 
most. Some donations have already been 
received, but others are needed in order to 
be effective.  

If you would like to contribute toward 
improvements to the Park that we all know 
and love, please send your donations to 
Monte Sano State Park Association 
(MSSPA), 5105 Nolen Ave., Huntsville, AL 
35801. 
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__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __  

 
Monte Sano Civic Association Membership 

Application (and Renewal Form) 
 

 
 
By joining the MSCA, you 
help to bring our community 
together! 
 
 
 
The Monte Sano Civic Association was formed in 1954 with a charter created to 
preserve, protect, and enhance the quality of life on Monte Sano Mountain. The MSCA 
is open to all residents of Monte Sano. A ten-member Board of Directors oversees and 
coordinates the activities of the association. Please read the Bylaws for more 
information about the governance of the MSCA at 
www.montesano.org/msca/bylaws. 

 
Dues Notes: Membership dues of $30 are due in January every other year. For your 
dues status, contact msca.treasurer@montesano.org. Dues can be mailed to the 
address below or paid at the General Membership Meeting/Potluck Supper (held three 
times this year).  
 
 

Online payments at www.montesano.org/msca/membership 
 

 
Date ___________________________________ 
 
Name __________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________ 
 
Phone Number __________________________ 
 
E-mail Address __________________________ 

 
Please send application 
and $30 (membership 

dues, good for two years):
 

 
 

Monte Sano Civic Assn.  
PO Box 10077  

Huntsville, AL 35801 
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