
Jimmy Hill’s History of Monte Sano Part 1 

 

Rev. James Rowe and His Wife Malinda

The Rev. James Rowe was serving a Methodist Church Circuit in the Ohio District in 1825. 
Evidently he felt his future was uncertain, and he asked for an appointment in Tennessee or 
Alabama. Shortly before leaving for Alabama, he met Malinda Poff, a 30- year old student in 
Cincinnati. His first Alabama appointment was the Huntsville Circuit where he drew people to 
the Church with his appearance, sermons, and charisma. Writing to Malinda he told her he 
was pleased with the appointment, liked the beauty of the surroundings and enjoyed visits to 
the little health settlement on Monte Sano Mountain.

On November 28, 1826, he was appointed to the First Methodist Church of Huntsville, the 
most important Church in the District. In mail going back and forth between them, James 
writes about his appointment and Malinda writes about her remaining classes and the wish for 
teaching position. Through Rev. Rowe’s contact, Malinda was offered a position at The 
Huntsville Female Academy. 

September 1828: Rev. Rowe approached his presiding elder with the news that he wished to 
travel to Cincinnati to bring back his bride. Arriving on November 13th, no time was wasted 
after the marriage in that they boarded the first stage headed south! At the fall conference in 
Tuscumbia (AL), Rowe was re-appointed. 

For six months Malinda taught at the Huntsville Female Academy, but soon she began to 
suffer from chronic rheumatism, a burden since her youth. She was hoping the southern 
climate would ease her suffering, and her husband suggested a trip to Monte Sano where the 
air was salubrious and she could drink chalybeate water. They reserved one of the cabins near 
the Monte Sano Inn for several weeks, and became interested in establishing a Monte Sano 
Female Seminary.

Photograph courtesy of The Huntsville Times



The Rowes made no quick decisions. The removal from his Church activities would not be 
easy. In the few years of preaching he had proven his ability. Should he forsake his work for his 
wife’s work? She had only had a schoolroom of her own for six months?

The decision was made the Rowes would establish the Female Seminary on Monte Sano at a 
site on the north bluff overlooking the cove where the water from Cold Spring runs. With three 
buildings made of native rocks and logs, classes began in February 1830. James Rowe had 
spent a large portion of his money on the buildings, and now needed to attract enough pupils 
to recover his investment and pay the expenses. A month after the opening, Malinda gave birth 
to a son, Andrew Jackson Rowe followed two years later by Henry Bascum Rowe. 

By June 1832 the school had become successful. Monte Sano did not cure her rheumatism, yet 
she liked the mountain. The boys were healthy and growing, and she planted fruit trees and 
grape vines, but soon her rheumatism returned with increased severity. The cold fall weather 
in 1833 increased her pain. 

November 18, 1833: Malinda died at age 34. The funeral was the next day and at her request a 
grave was dug on school property west of the school. The funeral service was conducted by 
the Rev. J. Watson (a friend of James) in a classroom. The minister spoke of her character, her 
diligence, and the loss her death brought to the community. 

The funeral procession consisted the minister, Malinda’s remains carried by five men, and her 
husband was next, carrying their youngest son in one arm; the other toddling along with his 
father holding tight to his hand. Friends and a group of Mrs. Rowe’s students watched as the 
coffin was lowered into the earth.

One author writes: This was the climax to The Rev. James Rowe’s interest in the future of 
Monte Sano.  He had been brought to the mountain by the love of a woman. That woman was 
gone. What more was left for him there?

He closed the academy the following year. Unable to sell the properties, he locked the doors 
and boarded up the windows – the rest after a low decay was burned by northern troops 
during the Civil War. The limestone marker ordered by James for Malinda’s grave reads: M.A. 
Rowe, wife of Rev. James Rowe. Died Nov. 18, 1833. He ordered an unmarked duplicate to be 
located near the first one. 

At the beginning of the Civil War Rev. James Rowe accepted an invitation from his son 
Andrew and his wife to live with them in Athens (AL). He spent his remaining years quietly, 
attending church regularly, and once in a while traveling to Monte Sano spending time at his 
wife’s grave. He died in the winter of 1869, age 74. His plan was to be buried next to his wife 
on the academy property – he was buried in Athens.


